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Sunday, March 2, 2008

Floyds Fork park development plan to be released Tuesday
Park designers to release ideas for development

By Marcus Green
magreen@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Along the banks of Floyds Fork in eastern Jefferson County, sports fields gradually give
way to open meadows. Hiking trails curve along the water.

Further south, there are rugged vistas overlooking the creek and a string of parks offering
playgrounds, picnic areas and a great lawn.

That's how designers see the Floyds Fork parks project developing over the years.

The public will get an opportunity to see that vision this week, reviewing an initial plan
for new roads, trails, parks and swaths of rugged woods.

The plan lays out two massive parks, one between Shelbyville Road and Floyds Fork
Park and another from Seatonville Road to Bardstown Road.

It also maps four major entry points -- each comparable to the Daniel Boone statue that
serves as a distinct gateway to Cherokee Park, said Dan Jones, chairman of 21st Century
Parks, the nonprofit group overseeing the project with Metro Parks and the Future Fund
land trust.

The preliminary master plan for the Floyds
Fork parks project includes canoe launches
and landings along the north park route. That
portion would also include various sports
facilities and hiking trails. (Chris Atkinson,
Courtesy of 21st Century Parks)
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Project leaders say they'll use feedback from neighbors, outdoor enthusiasts and citizens
to finalize -- perhaps by mid-June -- the master plan drafted by the Philadelphia design
firm Wallace Roberts & Todd.

Jones said the plan "provides choice and flexibility."

Illustration courtesy of WRT Design One of
the proposals in the Floyds Fork park project
master plan is to create an area where
visitors could explore ponds. However,
project officials and designers stress that
none of the park plans are final yet. They'll be
presented to the public Tuesday.

It will be released during an open house from 6 to 9 p.m. Tuesday at Christian Academy,
700 S. English Station Road.

The string of parks, open space and trails would run about 27 miles along Floyds Fork,
mostly following the creek.

21st Century Parks, which Jones founded with his father, Humana co-founder David A.
Jones, would manage privately owned land, while Metro Parks is to retain control over
nearly 700 acres of public parks.

In response to concerns over a previous plan to give 21st Century Parks control over the
public land, Metro Parks is helping to draft an ordinance that would keep the city's
ownership of existing parks.

The privately owned land would be preserved forever as parkland primarily through deed
restrictions, Jones said.

Chad Carlton, a spokesman for Mayor Jerry Abramson, said he expects the Metro
Council will receive the measure in the next few weeks.

Abramson said the parks plan emphasizes the natural landscape in the Floyds Fork
corridor.

"It's truly an exceptional design that will put Louisville in the top of the tier for parks and
park design throughout the country," he said.
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Preliminary master plan

The master plan accounts for nearly 3,200 acres -- more than twice the size of Cherokee,
Iroquois and Shawnee parks combined.

It doesn't address another 800 acres that would link the northern and southern sections
because land there hasn't been acquired, Jones said.

"We're working on it, but we're not there yet," he said.

In recent weeks, 21st Century Parks has started discussing the project with outdoor
groups and residents of eastern Jefferson County.

"It's a fantastic plan," said Jim Ball, co-owner of Louisville's The Trail Store and
Mountain Bike Depot, who attended last Monday's meeting in Jeffersontown.

For example, Ball said, he likes that family and picnic areas are proposed at park
trailheads. "I think that is really good as a way to draw people into using the system," he
said.

Nothing's final yet

Parks officials caution that the master plan's recommendations aren't final. They simply
outline the anticipated ways a diverse collection of land -- meadows along the creek,
rugged hillsides and thick woods -- will be used.

The preliminary master plan for the Floyds
Fork parks project includes canoe launches
and landings along the north park route. That
portion would also include various sports
facilities and hiking trails. (Chris Atkinson,
Courtesy of 21st Century Parks)
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Those include balancing the existing ecosystem with active recreation areas such as trails
and sports fields, Jones said.

The master plan calls for increasing the total
forest land to 1,980 acres, from the existing 1,514
acres, and for increasing more than 500 acres of
grassland through plantings and natural
regeneration.

Wallace Roberts & Todd also lays out what it sees
as the best uses for specific parcels of land. That
includes sports fields on flat land close to
Interstate 64, while leaving more rugged land to
the south for hiking and camping.

"This operates on two levels -- one as a park for
the entire community and one that also serves the
needs of those people who live in that
neighborhood or live around it," said Jim Walters,
a Louisville architect consulting on the project.

Jones says there's a third level: Like state parks,
the Floyds Fork project will be designed as a
regional destination.

What the planners want

The master plan envisions eight miles of new
roads leading to the parks and running through
them.

From the north, vehicles would enter through a
proposed extension of Blue Heron Lane, which
starts at Shelbyville Road and ends at a
Metropolitan Sewer District wastewater treatment
plant along Floyds Fork.

Jones said planners prefer that route over using
Beckley Station Road -- which he said would be a
"harder, windier" road -- to enter the parks.

"It's just a much better way of getting people in,"
he said, adding that landscape improvements to
parts of the treatment plant grounds would be
planned.
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MSD executive director Bud Schardein said MSD is willing to build a pavilion with
public restrooms, which would cost less than $10,000, and allow parks officials to extend
Blue Heron Lane across its property; 21st Century Parks would pay for the road
improvements using federal funds already dedicated to the project.

Other major park entry points would be south of Taylorsville Road at Floyds Fork Park;
on Brush Run Road west of Echo Trail; and where the creek passes under Bardstown
Road.

What about the traffic?

Patricia L. Miles, who has lived in the Floyds Fork corridor for three decades, said she's
opposed to more traffic in the area, including a new park road not far from her home.

"It's quiet and peaceful out there," she said, "and we would not want that changed."

The master plan envisions Echo Trail as a park drive outside the park boundaries.

It would be similar, Jones said, to Alta Vista Road serving as an entry road into Cherokee
Park. Improving roads near the park would be the city's responsibility.

Abramson said it's too early to talk about specific roads, but he said, "We're going to
make sure they're safe and provide easy access to this wonderful green space."

Morgan Nutt, president of the Jeffersontown Youth Soccer Association, said he's not
concerned about traffic. He worries about vandalism.

"I'm a little nervous about all of this because nobody knew about this area and …
everybody's going to be made aware of it," he said. "But if everybody takes care of it, it's
going to be fine."

Jones and Abramson both acknowledge that there will need to be increased security in the
parks, and that those discussions, which include the police, already are under way. And
21st Century promises a privately-funded endowment to cover maintenance.

Construction is expected to begin in 2009, Jones said, with most of the project to be
completed between 2013 and 2015.

"This plan is funded, and it's going to get built," he said. "It's real. It's going to happen."

Reporter Marcus Green can be reached at (502) 582-4675.


